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STARTING PITCHER Livan 
Hernandez has lived up to his work- 
horse reputation, throwing a team- 
high 239.1 innings this year. 

Is there anything you can’t do as a 
pitcher? 

Throw a knuckleball. I’ve never 
tried to learn it or anything. It 
would just be fun. Everyone wants 
to throw that. 

Have you ever ridden on a motor- 
cycle? 

No, I don’t like motorcycles. It’s not 
safe. There’s only two wheels! 

Do you play golf? 

Yes. My best score is a 68. This year, 
I don’t play a lot. Last year, I played 
about three times a week. 


I’ve played at Pebble Beach. 

Your number, 61: Did you pick it, or 
was it assigned to you? 

I picked it. Sixty-one — it’s just a 
number, but I like it. 

Can you tell right away if you’ve hit 
a home run? 

It’s something special for a pitcher 
to hit home runs. You don’t see that 
very often. Every time I hit one, I 
know it’s a home run. 

What’s a television game show you 
think you’d be good at? 

That show “Fear Factor.” There’s 
nothing they could do to scare me. 
I can do anything; I’m not scared 
of nothing. If they made me eat 



APPETITE FOR DESTRUCTION: Hernandez says he would eat bugs if he had to. 


What’s the best course you’ve 
played? 
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“I can do 
anything; Tm 
not scared of 
nothing.” 


bugs. I’d eat them. Get in tanks 
with insects — I’d do it. 

What city has better food: 

Montreal or Washington? 

I’d say Washington. I’ve been out a 
lot to eat around — there are a lot of 
good restaurants here. Morton’s is 
good, and there are a couple more 
I like. 

Do you have any advice for younger 
pitchers on how to make their arm 
last as long as yours? 

In the offseason, you have to rest 
your arm for a long time, then come 
back in spring training and not 
throw too hard. Most important- 
ly, you have to rest the arm. I don’t 
have anything special that I do. I do 
a lot of cardio work in the offseason, 
and that’s it. chris mincher 
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<Roster*)_ 


Washington Nationals | active roster 



\ 7 Brad Wilkerson 

rri7 

HR 

RBI OBP 

J .251 

II 

56 .353 



44 Preston Wilson 


BA HR RBI OBP 
.256 24 84 .322 



6 Jose Guillen 


BA HR RBI OBP 
.283 24 76 .337 



15 C. Guzman 


3 Jose Vidro 


BA 

HR 

RBI 

OBP 

1 - '■> 1 

) BA HR 

RBI 

OBP 

.210 

4 

27 

.252 

\\ 

J .276 7 

32 

.340 



9 Vinny Castilla 


BA HR RBI OBP 
.253 12 66 .319 


.BENCH 


BA HR RBI OBP 




24 Nick Johnson 


BA HR RBI OBP 
.292 14 69 .410 


Gary Bennett, C 

.212 

1 

19 

.276 

^^Marlon Byrd, OF 

.252 

1 

23 

.309 

Q Jamey Carroll, inf 

.246 

0 

18 

.330 

^ Ryan Church, OF 

.287 

7 

37 

.353 

i Junior Spivey, 2B 

.232 

7 

24 

.315 

^ R. Zimmerman, 3B 

.412 

0 

5 

.400 




23 B. Schneider 


BA HR RBI OBP 
.268 10 44 .330 


Manager Frank Robinson 
IB Coach Don Buford 
HittingCoach TomMcCraw 


Bench Coach Eddie Rodriguez 
PitchingCoach Randy St. Claire 
3B Coach DaveHuppert 


OUTSIDE THE LINES 

After the rotation was rocked by inju- 
ry, the Nationals never could find a 
fifth starter. But hey, no problem: 
Hector Carrasco has dropped his 
ERA to 1.86, with a 1.11 WHIP, after 
solidifying thefourth spot. 

John Patterson is averaging 8.31 
strikeouts per nine innings. 
Long-lastin’ Livan Hernandez is 
averaging a whopping 114.1 pitch- 
es perevery nine innings. 


Starting Pitcher? 


61 1 Livan 
Hernandez 
W-L ERA K WHIP 
15-9 3.95 141 1.46 ^ 




Esteban 
Loaiza 1 21 
W-L ERA K WHIP 
11-10 3.63 168 1.28 


221 John W-L ERA 

K WHIP 

Patterson 9-6 2 . 8 O 

174 

1.17 

481 Hector W-L ERA 

K WHIP 

Carrasco 4-3 1.86 

65 

l.ll 

|The Bullpen 



321 Chad 

r 


Cordero 

W-L ERA K WHIP 
2-4 1.82 61 .96 



56 1 Luis Ayala 

W-L ERA K WHIP 
8-7 2.66 40 1.25 


381 Gary 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Majewski 

4-4 

2.64 

47 

1.33 

581 Joey 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Eischen 

2-1 

3.38 

28 

1.50 

30 1 Mike 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Stanton 

2-3 

4.99 

26 

1.49 

511 Jon 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Rauch 

2-4 

4.21 

19 

1.13 

541 John 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Haiama 

1-4 

5.92 

37 

1.51 


Nationals Defend Their Turf 


When the Nationals look 
over their roster in the 
offseason, at least they’ll 
have had plenty of » 

looks at howtheir defense has been. 

Washington has had quite an active year 
inthefield — second in the majors in putouts 
(4,185) — and, generally, there have been more 
positives than negatives. For one, the Nationals 
are seventh in the majors in both runners 
caught stealing (41) and pick-offs (8). “They 
try notto run becausethat’s not something our 
guys are going to givethem,’’ said catcher Brian 
Schneider, who’s sporting a .993fielding per- 


centage this year. 

The outfield has also been doing its share: 
As a unit, the outfield is seventh in the league in 
outfield assists, and starters Brad Wilkerson, 
Preston Wilson and Jose Guillen all have field- 
ing percentages of .978 or higher. Overall, the 
team has committed the eighth fewest number 
of errors in the majors. 

SHORT STAY: Second baseman Rick Short had 
surgery Sundayon hisshoulder,ending his sea- 
son. Short, who hurtthe shoulder while diving 
fora ball last week, played on theteamthis month 
and in June, earning a very impressive .400 batting 
average while hitting home runs off Marlins ace 
Dontrelle Willis and Braves ace John Smoltz. 



Rick Short’s impressive hitting ended with surgery. 


NO PLAY, JOSE: Rightfielder Jose Guillen was 
suspended by the league last Saturday, a pen- 
alty for some good-ol’-fashioned equipment- 
chucking after being ejected from the Nationals 
6-3 victory overthe Mets on Sept. 14. 


ZIMMERMANIA: Third baseman Ryan Zimmerman 
is, like, totally awesome already. He’s batting .412, 
and had eight hits in three straight games last week. 
“I’ve taken advantage of the opportunity — that’s 
the biggestthing,’’ Zimmerman — who was draft- 
ed No. 4 overall in June — said. “It’s pretty lucky, the 
situation I’m in, and the chances they’ve given me 
already.’’ Letthe 2006 Rookie of the Yeartalk begin. 

PRO PA: Reliever Gary Majewski’s father saw him 
pitch as a major leaguerforthefirsttime last week. 
Jerry Majewski has been working in Afghanistan 
the past year and a half helping coordinate securi- 
ty and just returned a few weeks ago. Gary Majewski 
has become one of the bullpen’s go-to guys, rack- 
ing up more games than any other of theteam’s 
pitchers this year. That gave his dad lots of chances 
to catch his performances online, since he couldn’t 
betherein person — sometimes staying up until 
3a.m. watching his son on the Internet, chris mincher 
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The Last 



The Nats 
came, the 
Nats saw, the 
Nats won over 
D.C. Now the 
Nats try to end 
their first year 
on a high note 
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THE NATIONALS didn’t 
make the playoffs, but con- 
sidering the ballpark thrills and sea- 
son-long successes the Nationals 
brought to the D.C. area for the first 
time in 34 years, most fans would 
consider the team’s first year far 
from a disappointment. 

Washington’s new baseball team 
surpassed expectations of all kinds 
this year — both in the atmosphere 
they brought to RFK, and, certainly, 
on the field. 

The players didn’t know what 
to expect when making the transi- 
tion from Montreal to Washington. 
Different country. Different lan- 
guage. Different home. 

Different, different, different. 

Still, players said, they felt that 
there was a lot to build on with 
the new beginning in the nation’s 
capital. 

“We were coming here for the 
first time, not knowing what it 
was going to be like, but feeling 
like there was going to be some- 
thing special here,” said outfielder 
Ryan Church. 

There was something special: 
The city loved its team right away. 
Perhaps there is no better gauge 
for the success of baseball in 
Washington than how many peo- 
ple crowd the stands, and, in that 
regard, the Nationals have been a 
hit from the start. 

“It’s been a great experience, 
especially our first year in D.C. 
And having the crowd here every 
night was something really key for 
us,” Church said. 

What the crowds saw: Amazing 
pitching. Anytime a team can legit- 
imately adopt a term “Big Three” 
to refer to its first three start- 
ers, that’s a good sign, and Livan 
Hernandez, Esteban Loaiza and 
John Patterson — none of whom 
had an ERA under 4.00 or fewer 
than 140 strikeouts — delivered 
some of the best moundwork in 
the league. 

Fans also had the game speeded 
along nicely by an efficient, shut- 
down bullpen topped off by stel- 
lar Chad Cordero, who amassed a 
whopping 47 saves. 

Encouraged by the strength of the 
Nationals’ pitching, fans also got to 
revel in having a team spend a good 
part of the summer atop the most 
competitive division in baseball, sur- 
prising the rest of the league. 

But not the players. “Nothing 
was a surprise to us. We kept focus 
all through the year,” first baseman 



Nick Johnson said. 

AT THE PLATE, Johnson became 
a legitimate star. Hitting to a .290 
batting average — and a very 
impressive .406 on-base percent- 
age — Johnson came into his own 
in a Nationals uniform, showing 
talent that had never been given 
the chance to flourish with other 
teams. Jose Guillen also continued 
his successes of years past, but, 
more importantly, he discovered 


newfound allies among coaches, 
teammates and fans. 

After being through five teams 
in three years, Guillen finally found 
a squad that wasn’t actively look- 
ing for a way to unload him. There 
were the to -be -expected moments 
of angst — the occasional loss of 
temper and frustration at the 
team’s performance — but with 
a .283 batting average, 24 home 
runs and 80 RBI, he also put the 
bat where his mouth was. 


Of course, the Nationals’ line- 
up ended up lacking enough pop to 
get the job done, and it’s no secret 
that, statistically, the team was the 
worst in the majors. Some of that 
can be attributed to the expansive 
field at RFK, but there was still a 
notable teamwide lack of produc- 
tion at the plate. 

Left fielder Brad Wilkerson is on 
track to end up with lows in almost 
every offensive category since his 
rookie year. Third baseman Vinny 


THE YEAR THAT WAS: Ryan 
Church was a Rookie of the Year 
contender, Chad Cordero might 
lead the league in saves and 
Jose Guillen managed notto get 
kicked offtheteam. Whata wild 
ride in Washington this season. 


Castilla barely got his average over 
.250. Shortstop Christian Guzman 
fell victim to loud and constant boos 
as he struggled all season just to 
get his average to the .200 mark. 
Second baseman Jose Vidro’s num- 
bers are the worst they’ve been since 
1998. 

ALMOST ALL of these players 
have been battling recurring inju- 
ries throughout the year — a major 
factor in the inability to stay con- 
sistent. 

“We played through everything,” 
Johnson said. 

True, the locker room often 
looked like a medical ward, and 
the injury bug was something 
that frustrated players and team 
officials alike. 

“Staying healthy is always the 
key,” Church said. “I do wish we 
had made the playoffs — we were 
so close.” 

But for those who still can’t get 
over the injuries, dismay at the plate, 
and the lack of playoff baseball in 
Washington, some players would 
like credit where credit is due. 

“Nobody thought we were going 
to do anything, and now everyone 
wants to know why we didn’t do 
it all,” Guillen said. “We did a lot.” 

CHRIS MINCHER 



Ryan Zimmerman hit over .400 in his 
first games as a Washington National. 


Nats Show Off a Fertile Farm 


THE NATIONALS have kept along one tradi- 
tion the Expos were envied for: Finding and 
developing home-grown talent. The farm system has 
produced more than a few promising batters that have 
done well with their opportunity so far and appear to 
have bright futures. 

Ryan Church was a legitimate Rookie of the Year 
candidate before injury problems landed him on the 
disabled list. When he returned. Church was the odd 
man out when Preston Wilson came in. Church still 
got a fair amount of playing time, and showed prom- 
ise with 7 home runs, 37 RBI and a .291 batting aver- 
age. “With the limited amount of time allotted for 
getting out there and playing, for the most part, it’s 
been pretty good,” Church said. 

Center fielder Kenny Kelly also makes for an inter- 
esting prospect. Acquired from the Reds this year, 
Kelly hit .364 in 20 games. 


In the infield, minor-league sensation Rick Short 
— who flirted with being the first pro baseball play- 
er to hit .400 since 1961 — was looking like a major- 
league sensation before injuring his shoulder last 
week, hitting .400 through 11 games. 

Then there is top draft pick/phenom Ryan 
Zimmerman, who has been absolutely mauling the 
ball, hitting .483 through his first 13 games. “So far. 
I’ve performed well. I don’t think anyone imagined 
this would happen this fast,” said Zimmerman, the 
heir apparent to Vinny Castilla at third base. “This is 
a good thing, but I’ve had to mature real quick, and 
that’s going to help me later on.” 

And, perhaps, help right now. At least, that’s what 
team officials are hoping — that Zimmerman and the 
rest of the roster additions will prove to be a long-term 
solution to the team’s short-term offensive woes. Now 
if they could only find a shortstop, chrismincher 
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Starting Pitche*'« 


21 1 Jon Lieber 



W-L ERA K WHIP 
16-12 4.23 134 1.19 j 





Brett Myers 1 39 

W-L ERA K WHIP 


1 

12-8 

3.75 

189 

1.23 

Cory 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Lidlel30 

ll-ll 

4.74 

109 

1.37 

Vincent 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Padilla 144 

8-12 

4.61 

96 

1.49 



131 Billy Wagner 

W-L ERA K WHIP 
4-3 1.50 78 0.89 


Ugueth 
Urbina 1 74 

W-L ERA K WHIP 



5-5 

/ 

3.45 

91 

1.15 

37lRheal 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Cormier 

4-2 

5.94 

33 

1.53 

631 Ryan 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Madson 

6-5 

4.02 

77 

1.26 

Aaron 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Fultz 146 

4-0 

2.28 

52 

.96 

Aqualino 

W-L 

ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Lopez 133 

0-1 

2.16 

22 

1.38 


Geoff 


W-L ERA K WHIP 


Geary 1 56 2-1 3.79 42 1.32 


(Series) At First, Howard Has Makings of a Star 


The Phillies are getting 
the production they paid 
for at first base. But the 
guy they paid isn’t » 

theone producing. 

Jim Thome and his $13 million contract have 
been onthe bench since elbowtendonitis side- 
lined him in July. 

Enter Ryan Howard. The 25-year-old is mak- 
ing the most of his first season in the majors, 
proving to be a capable power-hitting replace- 
ment. Howard hit 20 homers in his first 81 games, 
tops among NLrookies. He was second among 
league rookies in RBI, on-base percentage and 


extra base hits through Sept. 23. 

Howard will lookto strengthen his Rookie of 
the Year candidacy this weekend at RFK Stadium, 
where he went deep off Nationals’ closer Chad 
Cordero in a Sept. 3 loss to the Nationals. 

FLIP ACOIN: The Phillies havesplittheirfirstIO 
games of the season against Washington, mak- 
ing this weekend’s series and its wild-card impli- 
cations even more intriguing. If recent history 
is any indicator, the Nationals have a good shot 
of playing spoiler, asthey tooktwo of three from 
Philadelphiaat RFK in early September. 

KEEPING IT CLOSE: Philadelphia has the right 
kind of pitching staff to compete at stingy RFK. 



HOMECOMING: The Phillies welcome home rookie 
Ryan Howard after a home run againstthe Braves. 


The Phillies hada4.01 road ERAasof Sept. 23. 

TURNING IT ON: The Phillies have picked uptheir 
game down the stretch. Over thefirstthree weeks 
of September, Philadelphia led the Majors in runs 
and on-base percentage and had the highest bat- 
ting average of any National League squad. 

DUCKS ON THE POND: The Phillies were batting 
.276 with runners in scoring position entering 
last Saturday, fourth-best in the NL. 

HANDS OF STONE: Philadelphia made20errors 
in a24-gamespan in September. But it still has 
thefifth-best fielding percentage in the majors. 

ERIC BRANDNER 
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Game 

Over 

When Billy Wagner enters, the 
door shuts for Philly s opponents 


HIS FAVORITE MOVIE 

is “Lonesome Dove.” He 
wishes he could have met John 
Wayne. 

Billy Wagner was destined to be 
a gunslinger. 

And while he’s not the biggest 
guy on the team (that’s 6 -foot- 6 
reliever Ryan Madson) or the bad- 
est (outfielder Jason Michaels alleg- 
edly punched a cop in July outside 
a Philadelphia nightclub), he’s cer- 
tainly the quickest on the draw. 

Forget your six-shooters: 
Wagner’s packing a bazooka. 

When the Phillies’ closer takes 
the mound this weekend for the 
season- ending series against the 
Nationals, he’ll have arguably the 
best fastball in the majors at his 
disposal. 

But if he doesn’t want to throw 
his 100 mph heat, Wagner can go 
to his slider, which he throws in 
the high 80s and keeps down in 
the zone. 

If he uses them both, well ... 
Washington hitters probably don’t 
want to think about that. 

William Edward Wagner first 
made a name for himself just a ^ 
daytrip from RFK Stadium. 

A native of Tannersvihe, Va., 
Wagner played baseball at 
Ferrum College (Va.), where 
he set the NCAA Division III 
single-season record for strike- 
outs per nine innings (19.1) and ^ 
hits per nine innings (1.58). 

Major League hitters H 
haven’t fared much better. H 

Philadelphia’s closer has ^ 
already reached the 30 -save mark 
for the sixth time in his career. His 
281 career saves as of Sept. 23 put 
him seventh among active pitchers 
and third all-time among lefties. 

“He’s got to be up there with 


Mariano Rivera in New York and 
[Trevor] Hoffman in San Diego,” 
Phillies General Manager Ed Wade 
said. “There aren’t a lot of guys who 
create the type of environment in 
the ninth inning where it’s a done 
deal. Some other places, it’s sort of 
a tight rope.” 

And that tight rope looked 
even thinner down the stretch as 
Philadelphia battled the Nationals, 
Marlins and Astros in the wild card 
race that figured to come down to 
this weekend. But without its stel- 
lar bullpen, Philadelphia may have 
been out of the race long ago. 

“We try to take full advantage 
of what we think is a very strong 
bullpen,” Wade said. “We’ve devel- 
oped a pattern where our starters 
give us six strong innings and then 
you turn it over to Madson, Wagner 
and Urbina.” 

Entering last weekend, the 
Phillies’ bullpen had the lowest 





IN THE HEAT OF THE NIGHT: Armed with a 100 mph fastball, Phillies closer Billy Wagner has blown only three saves this year. 
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batting average against in the 
National League. 

Wagner had converted 35 of 38 
save attempts as of Sept. 23. If that 
doesn’t sound impressive, consider 
that no club has blown fewer than 
11 save opportunities this season. 
Even more astounding is that the 
Phillies have converted just two 
of 21 opportunities when Wagner 
wasn’t on the mound. 


WHOA, BILLY 

Billy Wagner rocked the NCAA at 
Ferrum College before establish- 
ing himself with the Astros: 

Holds single-season NCAA 
record for strikeouts per nine 
innings, at 19.1, and hits per nine 
innings, at 1.58, both set in 1992 
Saved 44 games with the 
Houston Astros in 2003 


So if the Nationals want to spoil 
Philadelphia’s weekend — and sea- 
son — they better do it early in the 
game. “When you start talking 
about our game, the last three 
outs are the toughest to get,” 
Wade said. “You really appreciate 
the fact that when the bullpen opens 
up and Billy comes out, there’s a 
pretty good chance the game’s over 
at that point.” eric brandner 


Phils’ Rollins Knows the Score 


JIMMY ROLLINS is the type of player the 
Nationals have searched for, the type of player 
that makes a difference in a lineup. Unfortunately, 
that lineup is the Philadelphia Phillies’. 

Rollins has kept Philadelphia’s playoff hopes alive 
by snapping out of a horrendous slump and catch- 
ing fire at the most critical point in the season. The 
shortstop and leadoff hitter had hit safely in 30 
straight games as of Sunday. 

Rollins is no big bopper. His biggest contribution is 
getting on base. Simply put, when Rollins scores a run, 
the Phillies are far more likely to win the ballgame. 
Against Washington this season, Philadelphia is 5-2 
when Rollins scores and 2-6 when he does not. 

“That’s what matters most,” he told MLB.com. 
“You have to get on base and score runs.” 


SHHH: Rollins hushed critics with a30-game hitting streak. 


And Rollins has been scoring plenty of runs. 
Crossing the plate more than 100 times in each of 
the last two seasons, he has established himself as 
one of the top leadoff men in the game. He doesn’t 
take an overwhelming number of walks. But he also 
doesn’t strike out. Rollins has a knack for putting the 
ball in play and testing the fielders with his above- 
average speed. 

To put it into perspective. Nationals leadoff man 
Brad Wilkerson had struck out 144 times through 
Sept. 22. In that time, Rollins whiffed just 67 times. 

Once on base, Rollins remains a threat. He has sto- 
len at least 30 bases in each of his five full big-league 
seasons, including a career-high 46 in 2001. 

The 26 -year- old figures to give the Nationals fits 
for years to come. He inked a five-year, $40 million 
contract extension in June that will keep him in 
Philadelphia through 2010. derek turner 
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Now Hear This 

Jim Clarke adjusts to 
being the Nationals’ 
voice at home games 


Walter Johnson won Game 7 of the World Series. 


1924 1 Who knows 
what’s the best World 
Series of all time, but 
there’s no seven -game 
series that was » 


better than the Washington Nationals -New 
York Giants series in 1924. 

The world championship went a full 
seven games, four of which were decided 
by one run and the first and seventh game 
lasting 12 innings. Plus, the good guys won 
Washington’s only World Series title. 

Most incredibly, the Nationals topped the 
Giants — making their fourth straight World 
Series appearance — even with ace Walter 
Johnson losing two games. Fittingly, though, 
it was Johnson who came in on one day’s rest 
in extra frames to pick up the win in the deci- 
sive Game 7, finally claiming a championship 
to cap his storied career. 

The Washington Post’s headline began 
“Johnson is Hero,” which was, of course, true of 
the AL MVP. But the Big Train was not alone. 

Roger Peckinpaugh saved the series early, 
doubling in the winning run in the ninth 
inning of a 4-3 Game 2 after Washington, 
which lost the series opener, had blown a 3-0 
lead earlier. In Game 6, Peckinpaugh, plagued 
by a Charlie Horse that benched him in the 
middle of the series, returned to get two hits 
and lift the Nats to a 2-1 victory. 

Goose Goslin smacked three singles and 
a home run with four RBI in Game 4, won 
7-4 by the Nats. 

And then there was player/manager Bucky 
Harris, who homered and drove in the tying 
runs in Game 7, giving Johnson the chance 
the win the World Series. 


NATIONALS ARCHIVE is a week- by- week recap 
of the team’s World Series- winning 1924 season. 


YOU DON’T KNOW Jim Clarke, but, ifyou’re 
reading this, chances are he’s talking to you 
right now, or will be soon. He’s the Nationals’ 
public address announcer, the voice you can 
rely on for messages about what’s going at 
the ballpark. 

And quite an experienced voice at that. 

Clarke still remembers when he began 
announcing as a little kid. “When I was 
about 12 years old, I used to announce the 
little league football games,” he said. “They 
didn’t have a national anthem, so I remem- 
ber bringing in a big stereo just so it would 
feel like a real football game.” 

While working in broadcast for 25 
years, Clarke graduated to real football 
games, becoming the announcer for the 
New Orleans Saints and other sports at 
Tulane University. Later, he stepped down 
from the pros and went back to announc- 
ing for his favorite sport — high school 
basketball. 

But on his wife’s advice, he applied for the 
PA job of the Nationals after their move to 
Washington. He was invited to auditions at 
the Bowie Baysox stadium. 

After the tryout, Clarke was not confident. 

“When I left the auditions, I said, ‘This 
is not going to happen,”’ he said. So when 
he got the call telling him he would be the 
voice of the new Nationals, “I was driving 
and almost drove off the road.” 

At first, it was a daunting task. Now, 


WASHINGTON IS all about beer options. 
It’s got the Brickskeller — the bar with more 
beers available than anywhere else in the 
world — and it’s got ... RFK Stadium? 

There are the obvious domestic beers most 
fans are used to sipping from the stands doled 
out to your seat by walking vendors or found 
at beer carts all throughout the stadium. But 
for the beer connoisseur, RFK also stocks its 
fridges with a range of imports and inde- 
pendent brews. 

Because RFK does not have beer taps 
at concession stands, they can easily diver- 
sify what they have in bottles. They’re not 
always right in front of you, but a little hunt- 


after getting some helpful tips at the Phillies’ 
announcing booth early on, he’s fitting in 
just fine. “It’s improved tremendously. I feel 
a little bit more comfortable.” 

It’s not too tough of a job, Clarke admits, 
considering that “99.9 percent” of what he 
says is scripted, though he will sometimes 
rewrite things to match how he would say 
them. The challenge, he says, is coordinating 
over headsets what to say when — all while 
the game is going on. 

Another challenge is getting the correct 


ing reveals 23 options, as many as you could 
hope from your favorite watering hole. 

The first stop for something different would 
be at the Foggy Bottom Brewpub behind home 
plate, near section 215, which stocks Foggy 
Bottom Lager and Foggy Bottom Ale. The 
brewpub is the only place you can find it at 
the stadium, so if you don’t feel like making 
the trip, here’s a guide to the rarer ales. 

The Guinness stand near section 317 is 
part of an unofficial beer hub at the stadium, 
where there’s Red Hook India Pale Ale, Red 
Hook Extra Special Bitter and the Japanese 
import Kirin. 

Dos Equis and Heineken are available in two 


pronunciation of batters’ names. He asks 
about each name before the game, and has 
them all written out phonetically. “Have I 
messed up? You betcha,” he admits. “But 
most of the time I’m right on.” 

Clarke said that the best thing about being 
an announcer is just enjoying the experience 
of ballpark baseball — one that has imme- 
diately flourished in Washington. “You see 
all these families, and everyone’s having a 
good time,” he said. “It’s been a really great 
atmosphere.” chris mincher 


at RFK 

locations: sections 214 — which also has both 
Red Hooks — and 301, where Killian’s Irish 
Red is also served. At 218, you can get Killian’s 
or Blue Moon, a Belgian white beer. 

The upper deck sports abeer bonanza at sec- 
tion 506: Amstel Light, Heineken, Stella Artois, 
Budweiser Select (also in section 535), Corona 
and Beck’s. Corona can also be ordered with 
a squirt of lime juice at the Burrito Brothers’ 
stands, including the one at section 502. 

By the plastic bottle or cup, you can match 
any specific beer taste, if you know where to 
look. If you want to take your ballpark-beer 
experience past Budweiser, RFK has you 
covered, chris mincher 



Grin and Beer It 




Jim Clarke is the man behind the voice you hear at Nationals games. He started announcing at age 12. 




HOMESTAND I SEPTEMBER 30 - OCTOBER 2. 2005 I II 


Nationals 


A 

cAr — ■ 


[-May 


S 

M 

T 

W TH 

F 

S 

L 1 

W 2 

L 3 

W 4 

5 

W 6 

W 7 

NYM 

LAD 

LAD 

LAD 


SF 

SF 

L 8 

W 9 

L 10 

L II 

12 

L 13 

W 14 

SF 

AZ 

AZ 

AZ 


GHG 

GHG 

W 15 

W 16 

L 17 

W 18 

W 19 

L 20 

L 21 

CMC 

MIL 

MIL 

MIL 

MIL 

TOR 

TOR 

W22 

L 23 

L 24 

L 25 

26 

L27 

L 28 

TOR 

GIN 

GIN 

GIN 


STL 

STL 

W29 

STL 

W30 

ATL 

W 31 

ATL 






r August 


S 

M 

T 

W TH 

F 

S 


' 

L 2 

LAD 

W 3 

LAD 

W 4 

LAD 

L 5 

SD 

L 6 

SD 

L 7 

SD 

8 

W 9 

HOU 

L 10 

HOU 

L II 

HOU 

W 12 

GOL 

W 13 

GOL 

W 14 

GOL 

W 15 

PHI 

PP 16 

PHI 

L 17 

PHI 

L,W|8 

PHI 

L 19 

NYM 

L 20 

NYM 

W 21 

NYM 

22 

L 23 

GIN 

W 24 

GIN 

<■ 25 

GIN 

W26 

STL 

L 27 

STL 

L 28 

STL 

PP29 

ATL 

W30 

ATL 

I-.W3I 

ATL 






2005 SCHEDULE 


r June 


s 

M 

T 

W TH 

F 

s 




L 1 

ATL 

W 2 

ATL 

W 3 

FLA 

W 4 

FLA 

w 5 

FLA 

6 

W 7 

OAK 

W 8 

OAK 

W 9 

OAK 

W 10 

SEA 

W II 

SEA 

W 12 

SEA 

L 13 

LAA 

W 14 

LAA 

W 15 

LAA 

16 

L 17 

TEX 

L 18 

TEX 

W 19 

TEX 

W 20 

PIT 

L 21 

PIT 

W22 

PIT 

23 

W24 

TOR 

W 25 

TOR 

L 26 

TOR 

27 

W28 

PIT 

W29 

PIT 

W30 

PIT 




r September 


s 

M 

T 

w 

TH 

F 

s 





L 1 

L 2 

W 3 





ATL 

PHI 

PHI 

W 4 

W 5 

L 6 

L 7 

L 8 

W 9 

L 10 

PHI 

FLA 

FLA 

FLA 

FLA 

ATL 

ATL 

L II 

12 

W 13 

W 14 

W 15 

W 16 

L 17 

ATL 


NYM 

NYM 

NYM 

SD 

SD 

L 18 

19 

L 20 

L 21 

CM 

CM 

L 23 

L 24 

SD 


SF 

SF 

SF 

NYM 

NYM 

L 25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 


NYM 

FLA 

FLA 

FLA 


PHI 



r April 


S 

M 

T 

W TH 

F 

S 






1 

2 

3 

L 4 

PHI 

5 

W 6 

PHI 

W 7 

PHI 

L 8 

FLA 

w 9 

FLA 

L 10 

L II 

w 12 

W 13 

W 14 

15 

W 16 

FLA 

ATL 

ATL 

ATL 

AZ 


AZ 

W 17 

L 18 

L 19 

W20 

L 21 

L 22 

L 23 

AZ 

FLA 

FLA 

ATL 

ATL 

NYM 

NYM 

W24 

L 25 

W26 

L 27 

28 

W29 

W30 

NYM 

PHI 

PHI 

PHI 


NYM 

NYM 


r July 


s 

M 

T 

W TH 

F 

s 






W 1 

w 2 






GHG 

GHG 

W 3 

L 4 

W 5 

L 6 

L 7 

W 8 

L 9 

GHG 

NYM 

NYM 

NYM 

NYM 

PHI 

PHI 

L 10 

II 

12 

13 

L 14 

L 15 

w 16 

PHI 




MIL 

MIL 

MIL 

L 17 

L 18 

W 19 

L 20 

L 21 

L 22 

W 23 

MIL 

GOL 

GOL 

GOL 

HOU 

HOU 

HOU 

L 24 

25 

L 26 

L 27 

L 28 

L 29 

L 30 

HOU 


ATL 

ATL 

ATL 

FLA 

FLA 

W 31 







FLA 








r October 


S 

M 

T 

W 

TH 

F 

S 







1 

PHI 

2 

PHI 








Home Games Shaded; 76th Annual All Star Game, July 12 



Schedule subject to change 


RFKStadium I SEATING CHART 


Outfield Upper 


Outfield Lower 


Outfield Loge Box 


BLine Upper 


BLine Lower 


BLine Loge Box 


BLine Ter. Box 


Infield Upper 


Infield Lower 


Infield Loge Box 


Infield Ter. Box 


Infield Box 


BLine Box 


Diamond Box 






in 

cvj 

US 


in 

I? * 


% 


% 


% 



Last Say 
On Nats 


There are just two words left 
to say to the Nationals as their 
inaugural season concludes: 


Thank you. 

The year won’t end with the 
playoffs we hoped for after an 
amazing 50-31 start — back when 
the Nationals couldn’t lose at home 
or in one-run games. 

But it’s hard to complain about 
Washington’s first baseball season 
in 34 years. 

Frank Robinson proved he’s still 
got his managerial touch, piecing 
together with medical bandages 
every night a lineup that found a 
way to win more games than it lost. 
That’s more than the Redskins have 
been able to do in recent years. 

Interim General Manager Jim 
Bowden fought hard for his squad, 
signing players and making trades 
without an owner available to 
bankroll a blockbuster deal. Yeah, 
Cristian Guzman and Vinny Castilla 
were busts, but Jose Guillen worked 
out well and Ryan Zimmerman 
could be the Nats’ third baseman 
for years to come. 

Healthy for the first time in his 
career, John Patterson emerged 
as one of the game’s top starters 
— even though his record doesn’t 
reflect it. 

Chad Cordero looks like he’ll 
lead the majors in saves just three 
years removed from college ball, 
although his youth seemed to get 
the better of him in his September 
struggles. 

Livan Hernandez entertained 
fans on the field with a strong sea- 
son pitching and provided more 
than enough fodder for the media 



It wasn’ttoo long agothatthe Nats 
had plentyto celebrate this season. 


with his semi-regular monologues 
on his frustration. 

Brad Wilkerson, star of that 
great Chevy Chase bank commer- 
cial, further established himself as 
the team’s leader even while his 
stats took a tumble while the out- 
fielder played with injuries. 

If nothing else, this season was 
entertaining. The never- say- die, 
blue-collar Nationals were certain- 
ly a team to be proud of, as evi- 
denced by the team’s 2.75 million 
attendance in a ratty ballpark and 
without a television deal to help 
market the squad. 

By next year, there will be an 
owner — hopefully — and then 
Bowden and Robinson, or who- 
ever runs the team, can bring in 
the superstars needed to compete 
for the pennant. 

But this group, the one that 
brought baseball back to D.C., 
will always be the city’s first love. 

MATT SWENSON 
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Not bad for our first year. 


Thanks to the Travel + Leisure readers who voted us one of the top 3 airlines in 
the country. And thanks to the employees who earned it. Looks like customers 
do appreciate an airline that challenges the status quo to deliver low fares 
and a new standard of service — something we call Tender Loving Service? 

If you don't rate your current airline quite so high, head to 
and we'll make you a believer too. 






independence air 



Washington's hometown airline, flying hundreds of non-stops from Dulles 


©Independence Air, Inc., 2005. 



